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Many native plant species that grow on KLT lands make 
excellent garden specimens, and some are readily available 
commercially. Two good examples are serviceberries and 
winterberries, which are easily cultivated and provide 
valuable wildlife food in addition to their aesthetic appeal. 
  
Serviceberries or shadbushes (Amelanchier spp.) are a well 
known group of early flowering shrubs and trees.  Some 
species grow primarily in the forest understory, others in 
open successional or disturbed habitats. They have a 
reputation for producing confusing hybrids, and much of 
the material in the horticultural trade is of hybrid origin. 
Some of our native Maine species are rare and of 
conservation concern, although horticultural varieties are 
easily grown in average garden soil, with best growth 
occurring with full sun. Serviceberries are grown for their 
white spring flowers and mid-to-late summer crop of 
delicious fruit. Smooth shadbush (Amelanchier laevis), a tree 

form serviceberry, and eastern shadbush (Amelanchier canadensis), a multi-stemmed species reaching 10-15 ft 
in height, are the two most commonly sold. Less available but worth searching for is the low, colonial 
species, dwarf shadbush (Amelanchier spicata), usually sold as Amelanchier stolonifera. If this is unavailable a 
western species, Saskatoon shadbush (Amelanchier alnifolia cultivar ‘Regent’), could be substituted. 
  
Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) is a mid-sized native shrub and a top seller due to its persistent bright red fruit, 
which matures in early fall and remains on the plants until mid-winter. Native populations are found in 
wetland soils bordering swamps, streams, and larger vernal pools. Fruit retention is variable among wild 
plants and tends to be much more developed in horticultural varieties such as ‘Afterglow.’ Winterberries 
typically reach heights of 5 to 7 feet and with pruning can become dense, well rounded specimens. This 
shrub offers dark green glossy foliage that works well in hedgerows and informal plantings. Winterberries 
bear male and female flowers in separate plants; both sexes are needed for the female plants to bear the red 
fruit. One male can pollinize several females and can be planted slightly apart from the females if desired. 
Nursery plants are marked for sex, with ‘Afterglow’ the most common female plant in the northeast and 
‘Jim Dandy’ the most common male. Despite winterberry’s preference for wetland soils in the wild, it is 
amenable to average garden soil and should be grown in full sun for maximum fruit production. 
  
Growing these native species will encourage native wildlife to use your garden. You can 
also look for other species that are excellent garden plants but typically more difficult to 
find commercially, such as wicopy (Dirca palustris), black huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata), 
mountain holly (Ilex mucronata), and chokeberry ( Aronia spp.)  

GARDENING KLT STYLE 

 NATIVE PLANTS IN THE FIELD AND AT HOME  
Eric Doucette, KLT Member, Former Employee, Longfellow’s Greenhouses, Manchester 

 

This article and the invasive plant educational insert are sponsored by Longfellow’s Greenhouses, Manchester. We 

hope this column will help you identify plants on KLT lands and inspire you to consider planting native species in 

your own gardens. Shadbushes are a May highlight at KLT’s Reynolds Forest in Sidney, and winterberry fruit can 

be seen in the wetlands in the fall at the Tyler Conservation Area, Readfield, and the Curtis Homestead in Leeds.  
Theresa Kerchner, Stewardship Director 

 eastern shadbush (Amelanchier canadensis) 
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION 
 

TRUSTEES 
Kennebec Savings Bank 

 

CONSERVATORS 
Savings Bank of Maine 

Longfellow’s Greenhouses 
 

PROTECTOR 
Joel D. Davis and Associates,       

a private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 

 

SPONSORS 
Augusta Country Club 

Bay Wrap 
Camp Androscoggin 

THANKS FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE WITH OUR OUTREACH, EDUCATION, LANDS, AND  
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAMS     FALL 2007 ~ SPRING 2008   

 

Jane Andrews, Peg Barnes, Josh Brown, Ginny Coady, Jim Connors, Beth Craigie, Dave Courtemanch,  
Eric Doucette, Stephen Engle and Katri Mallory of the Center for Community GIS, Farmington, Doug Fuller,  

Peter Geiger, Ray and Jane Giglio, Jeff Janell, Ron Giard and Ann Judd, Denny Harnish, Cheryl Hasenfus of  
Maranacook School District, Bea Horne, Paul Johnson, Ron Joseph of USFWS, Pat McInerney, Eric Hunt and  
Cheryl Moore of Kents Hill School, Erin Lloyd, Maine Coast Heritage Trust, Janie Matrisciano, Diana McLaughlin, 

Robert Mohlar, Bob Mulliken, Emily Perkins, George Rogers, Erika Rowland of Blue Hill Heritage Trust,  
Dale Gilmour & tish carr of Skyline Tree Services, Nancy Sferra of The Nature Conservancy, Brent Surowiec,  

Karen Simpson, Mary Sturtevant, Andy Tolman, Alan Weaver, and Eddie Webber. 

Camp Kippewa 
Camp Laurel 

Camp Tekakwitha 
Camp Vega 

Camp Winnebago 
FABCO 

J.S. McCarthy Printers 
Jusst Real Estate 

Knowlton, Hewins, Roberts Funeral Homes 
Rotary Garage 

Saunders Manufacturing 
The Write Approach, Jean Grigsby, Consulting 

Thomas Agency Insurance 
Tyson-Kielty Realty 

Weiderhorn Group, Realty 

2008 Lyceum 
 

Sharon Brunett, Stan Davis, Donna Freeman, Director, Ladd Recreation Center, Tim Glidden, Richard Judd,  
Robert Kimber, Gloria Williams Ladd and Lincoln Ladd, Robert Ladd, Howard Lake, Lex Lannan, Sue Liebling, 

Maine Community Foundation, Donna and Tom Mickewich, Norm Rodrigue, Jym St. Pierre,  
Deb Sewall, Naomi Shalit, Slates Restaurant 

Dues paying members are the lifeblood of any member-based non-profit organization. So it is with KLT, and in January 
we installed a new web-based, state-of-the-art membership management and communications system. Web based  
eTapestry manages gifts, pledges, and payments without the need for additional computer software. 
 

Our “in-house” system had served us well over the years, but had grown outdated. Last year we started exploring 
membership software for nonprofits. eTapestry (www.etapestry.com) is an exciting tool, and our challenge now is to take 
advantage of its impressive management capability. 
 
 

We want to thank the following individuals and organizations for the generous  
donations that made this new system possible: 

 

Dianne and Allen Ryan of Manchester, the Abby Holman Memorial Fund, and the 

NEW MEMBERSHIP SOFTWARE ON-LINE 

The Business Partners in Conservation program recognizes business leaders and companies in our community who have made significant contributions 
of cash, goods, and services to support the regional conservation efforts of the Kennebec Land Trust.  

To learn more about this program, please contact KLT board member Norm Rodrigue at 207-622-6204.  



THE KENNEBEC LAND TRUST 

_____________________________ 
 

PO Box 261, Winthrop, ME 04364 
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Howard Lake 
KLT Board Member and Steward 

   

 
Calling  
All 
Artists! 
 

KLT 
Art Exhibit 
in November 
at Slates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please call for  
details. 

I have spent some time this fall and winter 
marking boundaries on the Echo Lake 
Watershed Preserve and in the process come 
to appreciate the features of the property. 
Winter is a wonderful time to explore the 
beaver bogs, but at a cost of scratched faces 
from the puckerbrush. The land is recovering 
from logging abuse. Skidder ruts are evident, 
as is an old farm dump that we will clean up 
this summer or fall. Jim Connors and I skied 
up along a stream flowing into the lake, and 
we want to investigate a stand of brown ash 
trees after the snow is gone. Though difficult 
for human navigation, the Preserve is perfect 
for the four legged variety, as tracks in the 
snow attest.  March, 2008 
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Echo Lake Watershed Preserve 

For additional information about KLT, call our office at 207-377-2848  
or visit our website at www.tklt.org  


