
Flora and Fauna at Torsey Pond 
The Torsey Pond Nature Preserve (TPNP) is 
more than half mixed wood uplands, 
approximately one-third marshland, and the 
balance is submerged lands and small boggy 
islands.. The TPNP encompasses one of the 
richest biological areas in Readfield. In the upland 
woods are ruffed grouse, red squirrel, moose, 
white-tailed deer, black-throated green and blue 
warblers, eastern wood pewee, black and white 
warblers, ovenbird, hermit thrush, hairy 
woodpecker, and pileated wood pecker. In the 
wetland are beaver, dragonfly, loon, red-winged 
blackbird, yellow warbler, song sparrow, swamp 
sparrow, common yellow throat, belted 
kingfisher, broad wing hawk, Canada goose, and 
several species of ducks. There are also many 
amphibians (such as frogs), reptiles (such as 
turtles), and fish (such as small mouth bass). 
 
The Torsey Pond Nature Preserve has a diversity 
of significant ecosystems. The upland portion was 
cleared for pasture in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Today the forest is growing back. There is a good 
mix of hardwoods and conifers. Birch, white pine, 
poplar, and red maple are found on the higher 
parts. 
 
Closer to the pond and along the streams there 
are stands dominated by hemlock. There are also 
some uncommon tree species, such as northern 
white cedar, red oak, and witch hazel, beaked 
hazel nut, and hobble bush. Ground plants 
include a wide variety of ferns and mosses as well 
as starflower, Canada mayflower, trout lily, wild 
sarsaparilla, dwarf ginseng, painted trillium, indian 
cucumber-root, and lady’s slipper.   
 

A full list of properties can be found on our 
website:  

www.tklt.org 
 

PO Box 261 ~ 331 Main Street 
Winthrop, Maine 04364 

207.377.2848 

According to the Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) the wetland part of 
the preserve is “extremely valuable to wildlife and 
worthy of conservation efforts.” MDIFW has 
identified the area as a candidate Significant Wildlife 
Habitat Area. Also, the state has mapped the 
wetland as important Waterfowl & Wading Bird 
Habitat.  

 
Allowed Uses: 

 Hiking, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing 

 Dog walking on leash only 

 Picnicking 

 Fishing 

 Small boats (in the pond) 

 Waterfowl hunting (from the pond) 
 
Prohibited Uses: 

 Campfires and overnight camping 

 Motorized vehicles 

 Horseback riding 

 Hunting, trapping, and discharge of firearms 
(except for waterfowl as provided above) 

 
Directions: Take Route 17 to Kents Hill. Go north 
on Route 41 about one mile to the Torsey Pond 
Nature Preserve parking lot on the right. Canoe or 
kayak access is available from a public boat launch at 
the south end of Torsey Pond on the Old Kents Hill 
Road 
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Trails: Torsey Pond Nature Preserve: Two miles of trails wind through a mixed woodland with a diversity of 
wildflowers, including a large population of trout lilies. All of the hikes begin at the parking lot on the yellow trail. 
The green and orange trails lead to the southern shoreland. The blue trail loops to the north and includes beautiful 
views of the marshlands. The red trail connects the blue and green trails.  
 
Echo Lake Watershed Preserve Trail: A 0.1 mile path ends at a wildlife viewing area. 

Torsey Pond Nature Preserve, Readfield  
  

 
KLT holds a conservation easement on this 
nature preserve, which is owned and managed by 
the Town of Readfield. The preserve features 
nearly a mile of wooded and marshy shoreline 
and boggy islets, which provide excellent habitat 
for wading birds and waterfowl.  

 
The green trail follows a small perennial stream to 
the bird blind – bring your binoculars! Enjoy the 
lovely view and watch for wildlife from the 
bench. The 19th century cattle lane on the 
northwest boundary is a reminder of a time when 
pastures dominated this landscape.  
 
 

Across Route 41 is Kennebec Land Trust’s  
200-acre Echo Lake Watershed Preserve. 

Kelsey Gibbs 


