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LIVING UP TO OUR NAME 
KLT KLT KLT ONONON   ITSITSITS 20 20 20THTHTH A A ANNIVERSARYNNIVERSARYNNIVERSARY   

 

Jym St. Pierre, KLT Founding President 

The people of the Kennebec have always been close to 
the land. The first humans migrated seasonally along the 
rivers and lakes. Europeans came in waves in the 1600s, 
and by the mid 1700s villages had been established along 
the Kennebec River and lone pioneers were moving 
inland to create the earliest settlements in Maine situated 
away from navigable water.  
 

The 19th century brought the industrial revolution to the 
Kennebec lakes region, while the use of land for 
agriculture peaked. The World Wars and the Great 
Depression kept our towns rural into the early 20th 
century. By the 1970-80s, however, unchecked suburban 
sprawl threatened to obliterate the beauty of our 
lakeshores and the charm of our town centers. Houses 
were being scattered in chaotic confusion across the 

landscape. Strip malls were replacing downtowns. Schools were relocating to the village outskirts. Shoreland zoning 
helped, but enforcement was uneven and market forces were still accelerating development in the countryside. Something 
else was needed.  
 

During the spring of 1988, Howard Lake and I spoke for the first time about starting a regional land trust. Shortly 
afterward, we heard that officials from Wayne, Winthrop, and Readfield were meeting to discuss 
starting land trusts for each town. The prospect of many small land trusts, with the resultant loss of 
economies of scale, was alarming. Fortunately, we were given a chance to test support for a multi-
town land trust.  
 

With logistical assistance from the Cooperative Extension Service and technical and moral support 
from Maine Coast Heritage Trust, a mailing list was hastily compiled that included everyone we 
knew in the communities of western Kennebec Country with an interest in the land. We need not 
have worried about whether anyone would attend an indoor gathering on a hot summer evening. 
Scores did. Within three months, KLT was incorporated with bylaws, a board, and a band of 
volunteers raring to save land.  
 

Two decades later, KLT has over 600 members, a board of directors and advisors that is the envy 
of land trusts across the country, responsibility for more than 3,000 acres of conserved properties worth over $3 million, a 
professional stewardship director and dozens of volunteer stewards, a first-class outreach program of field trips and 
lyceum lectures, and a sparkling annual dinner.  
 

Twenty years ago those of us who launched this ark knew it would be a big challenge to live up to our name. We needed 
to be rooted in our region (Kennebec). We needed to focus on the earth (Land). And we needed to be able to work 
together (Trust). Much has been done. There is much to do. Thank you sincerely to everyone who has helped make the 
Kennebec Land Trust a land trust leader that has more than lived up to its name.  
 
 

Jym St. Pierre 

Jym St. Pierre 

Cobbossee Lake 

M
ort Libby 
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PPPRESIDENTRESIDENTRESIDENT’’’SSS M M MESSAGEESSAGEESSAGE   
            

Greetings! 
 

I am pleased and honored to inherit the position of President from Deb Sewall, who so ably guided  
KLT for the past two years. While at times I feel overwhelmed by the size of the challenge life has 
thrown my way, I know that KLT is really run by the many members, volunteers, donors, board 
members and staff members who contribute so much to its success. It is reassuring to know that I can 
call on many to assist when there is work to be done!  Thanks to all of you for all you do! 
 

Fall has come and with it many transitions – in our schedules and chores, in the weather, in the 
landscape.  During this time when life’s demands are high, I look to opportunities to get out in the 
woods to help bring things back into perspective. KLT lands offer many possibilities for enjoying the 
natural world around us through a stroll in the woods, or a paddle to an unspoiled shoreline. Take a 
hike up Mt. Pisgah to view spectacular fall foliage over Androscoggin Lake, visit the trails at Jamies 

Pond, or walk along Goff Brook at the Reynolds Forest. In particular, I look forward to hiking the new trails at Parker 
Pond Headlands, to stand upon its craggy granite knob at the height of fall colors. The view will be well worth the effort! 
 

With regard to the Headlands, we should recall that a major portion of the funding to preserve this spectacular property 
came through the Land for Maine’s Future program. Since its creation in 1987, the Program has assisted in the acquisition 
of more than 444,000 acres from willing sellers, including 247,000 acres protected through conservation easements. The 
protected lands include more than 919 miles of shorefront and 113 miles of rail-trails as well as valuable wildlife habitat, 
entire islands, and working forests and farms. The citizens of Maine have overwhelmingly supported three bonds, totaling 
$97 million over the years of the program, to make this preservation possible. Voters will again have the opportunity to 
support the program this fall, by voting in favor of the $17 million bond for the program. Please vote on November 6! 
 

And also this fall, the KLT will begin a strategic planning process aimed at setting our vision and direction for the next 
several years. This important exercise will mean a lot of work for as-yet to be determined volunteers (any and all accepted!), 
but it is crucial to continuing our spectacular success. 
 

Thanks, and I hope you will enjoy the fall by visiting some of the special places protected by KLT. 
 

    Bob Marvinney 

 
KLT STAFF 

 
 

Theresa Kerchner  
Stewardship Director 

 
 

KLT NEWS EDITORS 
 

Janie Matrisciano 
Theresa Kerchner  

Deb Sewall 
 
 

KLT NEWS LAYOUT 
 

Lex Lannan 
 
 

VOLUNTEER WEBMASTER 
 

Julie Mecham 
 
 

VOLUNTEER TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
 

Stan Davis, Janie Matrisciano 
 
 

KLT ADVISORY BOARD 
 

KLT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Robert Marvinney  
President, Readfield 
Cheryl Harrington   

1st Vice President,  Winthrop                               
Jean Grigsby  

2nd Vice President,  Hallowell 
 Amy Trunnell  

Treasurer, Readfield 
Glenn Hodgkins   

Secretary, West Gardiner 
 

Tom Bartol, Manchester 
Bill Dunham, Fayette 
Andrew Fisk, Pittston 

Ann Judd, Fayette 
Howard Lake, Readfield 

Susan Liebling, Mt. Vernon 
Diana McLaughlin, Wayne 
Robert Mohlar, Readfield 

Jeff Pidot, Hallowell 
Norm Rodrigue, Manchester 

Deb Sewall, Hallowell 
Clyde Walton, Fayette 

Patrick M
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Bob Marvinney 

Thank you to our Newsletter Sponsors  
 

Longfellow’s Greenhouses & J. S. McCarthy Printers 

Dr. Mary Ellen Avery  
Jerry Bley  

Harold Burnett  
Scott Cowger 

Hon. Kenneth Curtis  
Elizabeth Davidson   

Caroline Farr 
Peter Geiger  

David Gibson  
Lloyd Irland 

  Mark Johnston 
Richard Judd, Ph.D. 

Judy Kane 
Robert Weston  

Martha Kent 
Gloria & Lincoln Ladd 
Barbara & Mort Libby 

Jon Lund 
Jessie & Douglas  

Macdonald 
Kevin Mattson 

Patricia Mooney, Ph.D. 
Rupert Neily 

Dianne E. Ryan 
Jean Scudder 
Jane Smith 

Jym St. Pierre 
Benjamin Townsend, Esq. 
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KLT CELEBRATES ANOTHER BANNER YEAR  

Diana McLaughlin, Chair, KLT Stewardship Committee 

      

KLT held its 2007 reception and annual meeting on 
August 26 at the Augusta Country Club in 
Manchester. The annual meeting provides an 
opportunity for members, directors, advisors, and 
staff to meet each other and get updated on 
conservation activities over the past year.  
 
Earlier in the day, KLT members enjoyed a hike on 
the new 90-acre Bog Pond property in Manchester. 
Steward Tom Bartol, Barbara Moss, and family 
graciously allowed us to meet (and park) on their 
property. The Manchester Conservation 
Commission provided delicious refreshments. 

 

Treasurer Amy Trunnell noted the Trust’s sound 
financial status and emphasized the need for 
membership growth in order to meet our operating 
budget. 
 
Howard Lake reported for the Nominating 
Committee. He thanked retiring director Jim 
Connors for his outstanding expertise, dedication, 
and leadership. Outgoing director Sarah Giffen was 
recognized for her work on outreach materials and 
for designing KLT’s 20th anniversary logo. 
 
Members unanimously elected Bill Dunham of 
Kents Hill and Raquel Goodrich of Gardiner to the 
Board of Directors. Congratulations and thanks to 
our new President, Bob Marvinney! 
 
Jim Connors and Glenn Hodgkins thanked 
outgoing President Deb Sewall and presented her 
with a painting by Jim in honor of her enthusiasm   
and hard work. 

Deb noted that the work of volunteers is the key to 
our ability to accomplish so much conservation. In 
particular, KLT thanked: 
 

• Advisor Jon Lund, Lands Chair Bob Mohlar, 
Development Chair Norm Rodrigue, and 
Attorney Howard Lake for their vision and 
hard work on saving Bog Pond.  

 

• Bea Horne, who received the Volunteer of the 
Year Award for her dedicated, gracious and 
much-appreciated efforts on many of the 
Trust’s projects, especially the Lyceum lectures. 

 

• Ann Judd, recipient of the Outstanding Service 
Award for her tireless efforts as director, 
steward of two properties, fund raiser on 
behalf of the Echo Lake Watershed, and 
gracious event organizer. 

 

• John and Molly Melrose, 2007 Stewardship 
Award recipients. The Melroses’ extraordinary 
leadership at the Vassalboro Wildlife Habitat 
has led to a growing conservation presence in 
eastern Kennebec County. 

  
• Advisors Mort and Barbara Libby for donating 

design and production of our first ever KLT 
calendar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stewardship Director Theresa Kerchner gave a 
slide show featuring projects on some of KLT’s 
properties. Theresa was recognized for her many 
accomplishments, including coordination of the 
annual Lyceum, invasive species education and 
control, and bringing an extensive knowledge of 
botany to her stewardship work. 
 
 

Jym St. Pierre 

KLT Field Trip, Bog Pond Conservation Area 

Jym St. Pierre 

John Melrose 
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Many thanks for assisting with our  
Annual Meeting   

and our summer and fall conservation programs   
 
Augusta Country Club, Tom Bartol, Con Brio, Daisy Dore, Eric Doucette, Ron Giard, Jeff Jannell, 

Ann Judd, Jon Lund, Manchester Conservation Commission, Barbara Moss, Norm Rodrigue,  
Deb Sewall, Jym St. Pierre, Andy Tolman 

 
Brooke Barnes, Peggy Barnes, Courtney Bent, Josh Brown, Dave Courtemanch, Don Cameron, 
Ginny Coady, Jim Connors, Elizabeth Davidson, Jane & Stan Davis, Wade Davis & Family &                

Manchester Troop 622,  Mary Dennison, Kate Doiron, Tom Feagin, Ryan & Gary Fish &                              
Winthrop Troops  604 & 605, Sarah Fuller, Wayne Gallant, Sarah Giffen, Raquel Goodrich,         

Sue & Phil Haines, Bea Horne, Doug Ide, Charlie Jacobs, Paul Johnson, Mary Jose, Ron Joseph, 
David Kahl, Lisa Kane, Howard Lake, Melanie Lanctot,  Barbara & Mort Libby, Jon Lund,      
Erik Lund, Morton Lund, Ian MacKinnon, Diana and Steve McLaughlin, Andy McPherson,     

John & Molly Melrose, Bob Mohlar, Robert Mulliken, Michaeline Mulvoy,                              
Parker Pond Association, Annie Reiter, Bill Rogers,George & Judy Rogers, Cathy St. Pierre,    

Mary Sturtevant, Amy Trunnell, Clyde Walton, Alan Weaver, Cam Weaver 

Continued from page 4 
 
Deb expressed KLT’s enduring gratitude to the 
following land donors: 
 

• The memory of  Ilse Westman for the bequest 
of 26-acre Westman Woods Preserve in 
Readfield. 

 

• The anonymous donor of a 220-acre 
addition, which includes 2,800 feet 
of frontage on Webber Pond, to the 
Vassalboro Wildlife Habitat. 

 

• Dr. Jeffrey Timm, for donating 10 acres to the 
Bog Pond Preserve in Manchester. 

 

• Dr. Anthony and Donna Mancini, for donating 
30 acres to the Bog Pond Preserve in 
Manchester. 

 

The Mancinis, who were unable to attend, noted in 
a letter that “..... it is with this next generation in 
mind that we want to thank you, the KLT 
members, who unselfishly give of their time and 
energies to ensure that our children have these 
beautiful areas to return to year after year.” 
 
 

Dr. Timm shared some of his experiences in and 
around Bog Pond, and we ended the evening on a 
humorous note. 
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  Jeff Timm 

  Unknown pic 

  Unknown pic 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING KLT’S ANNUAL APPEAL - JAMIES POND 

YOUR INVESTMENT IN 
CONSERVATION 

 
 

Over the past 19 years member 
investment  in KLT has conserved:  

 

• 43 properties 
 

• 3104 acres of forests, fields, 
hills, and wetlands, protecting 

wildlife habitat  
and water quality 

 

• 6.8 miles of shoreline on lakes, 
rivers, and streams,  providing 
public access and protecting 

scenic views 
 

• 18.4 miles of trails for hiking, 
skiing, snowmobiling,  and 

wildlife viewing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the generosity and support of our 
members, our children and grandchildren 

will have the privilege of experiencing 
these woods and waters in the same way 

that previous generations have.  
 
 

Thank you. 

Shedd Pond 

Diane S. Anderson 
Robert  Anderson & Nancy Hasenfus 
George & Jamie Ault 
Peter & Eloise Ault 
Richard & Margaret Ayotte 
Norman T. Baldwin 
Brooke & Nan Barnes 
Peter Barotz 
Tom Bartol & Barbara Moss & Luke 
Nicholas Bennett 
Frederick & Lisa Best 
Mrs. Mary Duke Blouin 
Charles Bonney 
Leon Bresloff & Mary Bayer 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bridge 
Owen & Donna Buck 
Jim & Susan Caldwell 
Richard Chalmers 
Ellerbe & Carol Cole 
Ross Conley 
David Courtemanch 
James & Cecilia Cumming 
The Honorable Kenneth M. Curtis &  
   Mrs. Pauline Curtis 
Ken & Helaine Dauphinais 
Leland C. Davis, Jr. 
Drs. Mark & Renee Dershwitz 
Harry Dwyer & Debra Davidson 
Elsa T. Falls 
Jack & Jane Farady 
Judith Feinstein 
Robert & Nancy Fitzgerald 
Glenn & Jodi Fleury 
Dallas & Jan Folk 
Robert & Susan Groman 
John & Susan Gross 
Larry & Rachel Grygiel 
Dick & Judy Harriman 
C. Harrington & D. Harnish 
Allan Haury & Jane Bird 
Peter Heald 
Gary Hinkley & Lynne Cayton 
Glenn & Sara Hodgkins 
Helen B. Holman 
Jeffrey Janell & Daisy Dore 
Nancy Locke Johnson 
Lisa Kane 
Ms. Kathryn Kelly & Robert H. Judd 
Theresa Kerchner & Jim Perkins 
Robert Ladd 
Michael & Theresa Lahey 
Ms. Janet Laird-Lagassee 
Edward & Brenda Lake 
William H. Laubenstein, III 
 
 

Michael J. Levey 
Nancy R. Liversidge 

Virginia C. Long 
Harold & Marjorie Lovejoy, Jr. 

Mr. John V. Mahoney 
Charlene Maitland 

Robert & Cheryl Marvinney 
James McKenna & Jane Orbeton 

Stephen & Diana McLaughlin 
Dr. & Mrs. Alex McPhedran 

Christine Merchant & Wayne Davis 
Tom & Donna Mickewich 

Phil & Gwen Mohlar 
Marilyn R. Mollicone 

Diane Moongrove 
Barry & Jane Mower 

Dr. & Mrs. Stewart C. Myers 
Lindsay & Mark Nelsen 

Jon Norton 
Carol Oberdorfer 

David Osborne 
Joseph Bauer, Jr. & Mary Parlee 

Carol Profy 
Ralph Record 

John Reinsborough 
Ginny Remeika 

Celia & Isadore Risen 
Knowlton, Hewins and  

Roberts Funeral Homes      
Norm & Lynn Rodrigue 

Dr. William & Mrs. Karen Rogers 
Dianne E. Ryan 

Dr. Robert Sands & Susan Firlotte 
Carol Saunders & Douglas Ide 

Lee M. Schepps & Barbara Cottrell 
Charles & Anne Schramm, Jr. 

Syd & Deb Sewall 
Jeffrey & Mary Ann Simoneau 

Fred & Cynthia Snow 
Kenneth & Susanne Spalding 

Jym St. Pierre 
Avis L. Stanford 

Roberta Swift 
Derrick & Wendy Tooth 

Ben Townsend & Dorcas Miller 
Mrs. Marjorie Tribou 

David & Amy Trunnell 
Jo & Dick Wagner 

Margaret Weaver 
Mr. & Mrs. Sumner A. Webber, Sr. 

Nancy Weingarten & Timothy Smith 
David W. Whitbeck 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan M. Willemsen 
Charles & Susan Woodman  

Howard Lake 
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Travis Armstrong   
Bob & Dorothy Bryant 
Owen & Donna Buck 
Lisa Clarcq 
Robert & Mary Jane Day 
Richard & Barbara Diamond 
Philip Downes 
Harry Dwyer 
Claudia Glynn 
Kenneth & Donna Hall 

Edward Johnson 
Marilyn Jones 
Mary Kux 
Carol Leighton 
Thomas & Patricia LeVeen 
Ian MacKinnon 
Teague Morris & Dusty Small 
Catherine Murray &  
Michael Waters 
Debra Nathan 

Dave & Janis Petzel 
George Rogers & Patrick Watson 
Steven & Sharon Saunders 
James & Eleanor Schneid 
Arlene Tully 
John VanSummern &  
   Maggie Smith 
Thomas Ward 
Nancy Weingarten &  
   Timothy Smith  

 
NOTES FROM MAIN STREET 
 

SUMMER TRAIL PROJECTS 
Theresa Kerchner, Stewardship Director 

The spring and summer days were busy and rewarding ones for many of KLT’s stewards and volunteers. 
Dedicated crews worked throughout the summer on new trails for Vassalboro Wildlife Habitat, Hodgdon 
Island, Gannett Woods, Perkins Woods, Tyler Conservation Area and Parker Pond Headland. Several of 
these properties and many other KLT lands with existing trails are featured in our beautiful 14-month 20th 
Anniversary Trails Calendar. (See page 3 for ordering information.) 

 
Trail design is an art and a science, and we are fortunate that our 
membership includes in its ranks a number of individuals who are highly 
skilled in trail construction techniques. Well-designed paths highlight 
unique natural features–lovely trees, wildflowers and shrubs, and 
impressive bedrock outcrops, glacial erratics, and scenic views. Well-
sited trails are also strategically located to minimize impacts to sensitive 
wildlife habitats, rare and uncommon plants, steep slopes, and wetlands. 
At this year’s August annual meeting we featured KLT’s new trails, as 
well as  information about the botanical inventories that precede final 
trail location decisions.  
 
The distribution of Maine’s native flora is partially a function of the 
availability of plant nutrients from bedrock and soil. Calcium-rich areas 

are of particular interest, since many of our uncommon and rare plants are found in areas where this 
nutrient is present. This summer, Erik and Jon Lund proposed a trail on Hodgdon Island that led us to 
several calcium–rich limestone bedrock outcrops. Two plant species that are uncommon to our region–
wicopy (Dirca palustris) and broad beech fern (Phegopteris hexagonoptera)–were exciting botanical finds.   
 
Information about our native flora and the relationships between invasive species and biodiversity will be 
the focus of future newsletter articles. With Longfellow’s Greenhouses  as our principal newsletter sponsor, 
former Longfellow’s employee Eric Doucette and I will be highlighting both uncommon plants on KLT 
lands and native plants that are available at Longfellow’s and other area greenhouses.   
 
 

Theresa Kerchner 

Welcome New Members 
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR 
BUSINESS PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
Kennebec Savings Bank 
 

CONSERVATORS 
Gardiner Savings Bank, FSB 
Longfellow’s Greenhouses 
 

SPONSORS 
Augusta Country Club 
Bay Wrap 
Camp Androscoggin 
Camp Kippewa 
Camp Laurel 
Camp Tekakwitha 
Camp Vega 
Camp Winnebago 
FABCO 
Joel D. Davis and Associates, a private  
     wealth advisory practice of  
     Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
J.S. McCarthy Printers 
Jusst Real Estate 
Knowlton, Hewins, Roberts Funeral Homes 
Rotary Garage 
Saunders Manufacturing 
The Write Approach, Jean Grigsby, Consulting 
Thomas Agency Insurance 
Tyson-Kielty Realty 
Weiderhorn Group, Realty 

The Business Partners in Conservation program 
recognizes business leaders and companies in our 

community who have made significant contributions of 
cash, goods, and services to support the regional 
conservation efforts of the Kennebec Land Trust.  

 
 

To learn more about this program, please contact KLT 
board member Norm Rodrigue at 207-622-6204.  
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Macdonald Conservation Area, Readfield & Wayne 

Volunteers working with the Kennebec Land Trust have 
recently constructed a trail through the Gannett Woods. Part 
of an Eagle Scout Project, the trail is a narrow hiking path 
that ascends a moderate slope overlooking Shedd Pond. The 
twenty-five volunteers worked very efficiently and advanced 
ahead of the timeline to establish an effective, accessible, 
well-marked trail.  
   
At less than two miles for the round trip, the new trail is an 
excellent choice for a short cross-country ski outing in the 
winter or a hike year-round. Located off Manchester’s Scribner Hill Road, the trail offers the potential for a 
more complex trail system between   Gannett Woods and Wyman Memorial Forest. In addition to 
providing opportunities for recreation, it also helps to protect ecologically sensitive areas. Completed in July, 
it will serve hikers and cross-country skiers this fall, this winter, and into the future. Directions to Trailhead 
from Readfield-Manchester Area: Take Route 17 to Route 135. Go north on Route 135 for 1.2 miles to Scribner 
Hill Road. Turn right (southeast) on Scribner Hill Road for 1mile. Look for a KLT sign at the trailhead on the right 
(south) side of Scribner Hill Road. 
 

Wade Davis  

 
NEW TRAIL AT GANNETT WOODS 

Theresa Kerchner 
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For additional information about KLT call our office at 207-377-2848  
or visit our website at www.tklt.org  

THE KENNEBEC LAND TRUST 

_____________________________ 
 

PO Box 261, Winthrop, ME 04364 

 

 
 
 

2008 KENNEBEC LAND TRUST  
LYCEUM 

CONSERVATION IN MAINE 
LEARNING FROM THE PAST AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

 
March 20   The Origins of Conservation in Northern New England 
   Presenter: Richard Judd, Ph.D, University of Maine 

 

   
March 27  Land Conservation in Maine - Accomplishments, Lessons and Challenges 
   Presenters: Robert Kimber, Author, and Phyllis Austin, Journalist and Author 
    Moderator: Tim Glidden, Director, Land for Maine's Future Program 
 

 
 April 3               Living up to our Name: KLT on its 20th Anniversary  
   Panel: KLT Directors: Howard Lake, Norm Rodrigue, Deb Sewall, and Jeff 
   Pidot; with a photographic history by Jym St. Pierre, Founding President, KLT 
   
 

 April 10 Snow Date    

Location: Ladd Recreation Center, Gott Road, Wayne, 7-8:30 pm 

A great holiday 
gift idea,  

the Kennebec 
Land Trust  

2008 Calendar!  
 

All proceeds benefit 
your Land Trust.  

Let your friends and 
family see what you  

support.  
 
 
  KLT 

calendar 
designed  

by  

See page 3 for  
order form. 


